Lifelong Impact:
Adult Perceptions of Their High School Speech and/or Theatre Participation

You received this e-mail because a former speech or theatre teacher, or a personal acquaintance of yours, forwarded it to you or referred us to you.

You are invited to voluntarily participate in the above-titled research study, conducted by Johnny Saldaña, a professor of Theatre at Arizona State University (Tempe), and Laura A. McCammon, a professor of Theatre at the University of Arizona (Tucson). 
The purpose of the study is to learn more about the potential long-term benefits and learnings for those who participated in high school speech and/or drama classes, and related extra-curricular activities such as play productions and speech tournaments. 
Below is a survey that asks you to provide some basic information about yourself, your high school experiences, and your opinions. It will take you anywhere from 20 to 45 minutes to complete the survey, depending on how much information you wish to share with us. We have also indicated a place for you to let us know if you are willing to be contacted by phone to answer some follow-up questions suggested by the survey responses.

In the survey, we do ask for your name (if you wish to be interviewed) and the name(s) of the high school(s) you attended. But your actual name will not appear in any final reports of this study. All responses will be available only to the researchers and graduate student research assistants.

There is no cost to you except your time. Your participation is entirely voluntary, and you can skip any question you do not wish to answer. There are no foreseeable risks from your participation, and we hope you will benefit from your reflections on how your high school experiences may have positively impacted you as an adult. 

Your responses will be kept anonymous and your actual name will not be used in any reports. This research may result in publications of various types, including journal articles, conference presentations, books, and instructional materials for schools.  

You must be 18 years or older to participate in this study. Return of the survey will be considered your consent to participate.  PLEASE RESPOND BY MARCH 15, 2010.
If you have any questions concerning the research study, please contact: 

Johnny Saldaña, Arizona State University, 480-965-2661, Johnny.Saldana@asu.edu
Laura McCammon, University of Arizona, mccammon@email.arizona.edu
If you have any questions about your rights as a subject/participant in this research, or if you feel you have been placed at risk, you can contact the Chair of the Human Subjects Institutional Review Board, through the ASU Office of Research Integrity and Assurance, at (480) 965-6788.

Thank you!


THE SURVEY

PART 1 – ABOUT YOU
1. What are you doing now? (work, college and major, family, etc.): 

2. Please list the name(s), location(s), and the years (for example, 2001-2005) you attended high school:

3. What speech and/or theatre classes did you take in high school?:

4. Briefly describe some of the speech and/or theatre activities you participated in during high school (plays, musicals, speech tournaments, theatre festivals, etc.):
PART 2 – ABOUT YOUR PARTICIPATION

Please choose the most appropriate response and complete the open ended question. When you choose a numeric rating, you can: type the rating number after the statement, bold your preferred response, or delete the ones that do not apply:

5. I had a good high school speech and/or theatre teacher(s):

4—Strongly agree, 3—Agree, 2—Disagree; 1—Strongly Disagree

Describe briefly why you selected your response:

6. I overcame challenges through my high school speech and/or theatre participation:

4—Strongly agree, 3—Agree, 2—Disagree; 1—Strongly Disagree

Looking back, what do you think was the biggest challenge you overcame/faced in high school speech and theatre?:

7. I have good memories from my speech and/or drama participation.

4—Strongly agree, 3—Agree, 2—Disagree; 1—Strongly Disagree

What are a few of your fondest memories of your speech and/or theatre participation? Why did you select those moments?:

8. My participation in high school speech and/or theatre has affected the adult I am now:

4—Strongly agree, 3—Agree, 2—Disagree; 1—Strongly Disagree

In what ways do you think your participation in speech and/or theatre as a high school student has affected the adult you have become?:

9. There were times, when I was a high school student in speech and/or theatre, when I learned something new about people whose lives and times were different from mine by a character I portrayed or a play we worked on, and/or the other people I worked with:
4—Strongly agree, 3—Agree, 2—Disagree; 1—Strongly Disagree

Please explain your answer:

PART 3 – LOOKING AHEAD

10. What advice would you give a university student about to become a high school speech or theatre teacher?:
11.  What would you tell school administrators or school boards about the importance of having a high school speech and/or theatre program in their schools?:
12. Please tell the researcher anything else not addressed in this survey that you’d like me to know:

13. May we contact you for a short phone interview or further e-mail correspondence?  Yes    No

14. Please provide us your contact information ONLY if you answered “Yes”:

Your Name: 
Your Preferred E-mail Address:

Your Area Code and Phone Number:

Your preferred way and days/times I may contact you:

Thank you! Please e-mail this completed survey to:

Johnny Saldaña, Johnny.Saldana@asu.edu
Or 

Laura A. McCammon, mccammon@email.arizona.edu 

PLEASE RESPOND BY MARCH 15, 2010.

