
DECOLONIZING MONOLOGUES
By NICHOLAS PAPPAS

In this unit, students will write a monologue authentic to their unique voice rather than to a Eurocentric canon model. We are
going to decolonize the monologue. The goal in decolonizing monologues is to be inclusive of all voices in the classroom and
to allow those voices to grow out of the unique style and cultural background of every student.

1 - Capturing the Way People Speak
Students will learn to break free of academia’s stringent MLA
formatting and “proper” speech patterns, while recognizing
their own code-switching, to capture authentic and natural
rhythms to match the speech patterns of their friends,
families, and community.

2 - What is a Monologue?
Students will build upon the Overheard Dialogue lesson to
write a first draft of an authentic, decolonized monologue that
speaks to their interests and voice.

3 - Workshopping and the Second Draft
Students will use a workshop process to build upon the first
draft of their monologue and write a second, stronger draft of
their monologue.



Standards Connections
National Core Arts Standards
Generate and conceptualize artistic ideas and work -
Grade 6

TH:Cr1.1.6.c - Explore a scripted or improvised character by
imagining the given circumstances in a drama/theatre work.

Generate and conceptualize artistic ideas and work -
Grade 7

TH:Cr1.1.7.c - Envision and describe a scripted or
improvised character’s inner thoughts and objectives in a
drama/theatre work.

Select, analyze, and interpret artistic work for
presentation - Grade 7

TH:Pr4.1.7.b - Use various character objectives in a
drama/theatre work.

Perceive and analyze artistic work - Grade 8
TH:Re7.1.8.a - Apply criteria to the evaluation of artistic

choices in a drama/theatre work.

Select, analyze, and interpret artistic work for
presentation - Grade 8

TH:Pr4.1.8.b - Use various character objectives and tactics
in a drama/theatre work to overcome an obstacle.

Generate and conceptualize artistic ideas and work -
Grade 8

TH:Cr1.1.8.c - Develop a scripted or improvised character
by articulating the character’s inner thoughts, objectives, and
motivations in a drama/theatre work.

Generate and conceptualize artistic ideas and work -
High School Accomplished

TH:Cr1.1.HSII.c - Use personal experiences and knowledge
to develop a character that is believable and authentic in a
drama/theatre work.

Refine new work through play, drama processes and
theatre experiences using critical analysis and
experimentation - Grade 6

TH:Cr3.1.6.a - Articulate and examine choices to refine a
devised or scripted drama/theatre work.

Convey meaning through the presentation of artistic
work - Grade 8

TH:Pr6.1.8.a - Perform a rehearsed drama/theatre work for
an audience.

Convey meaning through the presentation of artistic
work - Grade HS Proficient

TH:Pr6.1.HSI.a - Perform a scripted drama/theatre work for a
specific audience.

Common Core
Speaking and Listening

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.SL.1 - Prepare for and participate
effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with
diverse partners, building on others' ideas and expressing
their own clearly and persuasively.

Language
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.L.1 - Demonstrate command of

the conventions of standard English grammar and usage
when writing or speaking.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.L.2 - Demonstrate command of
the conventions of standard English capitalization,
punctuation, and spelling when writing.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.L.3 - Apply knowledge of
language to understand how language functions in different
contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and
to comprehend more fully when reading or listening.

Language
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.9-10.1 - Demonstrate command of the

conventions of standard English grammar and usage when
writing or speaking.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.9-10.2 - Demonstrate command of the
conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation,
and spelling when writing.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.9-10.3 - Apply knowledge of language
to understand how language functions in different contexts,
to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to
comprehend more fully when reading or listening.

California VAPA Standards (2019)
6.TH:Cr1 Generate and conceptualize artistic ideas and
work

6.TH:Cr1.b - Explore a scripted or improvised character by
imagining the given circumstances in a drama/theatre work.

7.TH:Cr1 Generate and conceptualize artistic ideas and
work

7.TH:Cr1.b - Envision and describe a scripted or improvised
character’s inner thoughts and objectives in a drama/theatre
work.

7.TH:Pr4 Select, analyze, and interpret artistic work
for presentation.

7.TH:Pr4.b - Use various character objectives in a
drama/theatre work.

8.TH:Cr1 Generate and conceptualize artistic ideas and
work

8.TH:Cr1.b - Develop a scripted or improvised character by
articulating the character’s inner thoughts, objectives, and
motivations in a drama/theatre work.

8.TH:Pr4 Select, analyze, and interpret artistic work
for presentation.

8.TH:Pr4.b - Use various character objectives and tactics in
a drama/theatre work to overcome an obstacle.

8.TH:Re7 Perceive and analyze artistic work.
8.TH:Re7 - Apply appropriate criteria to the evaluation of

artistic choices in a drama/theatre work.

Acc.TH:Cr1 Generate and conceptualize artistic ideas
and work.

Acc.TH:Cr1.b - Use personal experiences and knowledge to
develop a character that is believable and authentic in a
drama/theatre work.

6.TH:Cr3 Refine and complete artistic work.
6.TH:Cr3.a - Receive and incorporate feedback to refine a

devised or scripted drama/theatre work.

8.TH:Pr6 Convey meaning through the presentation of
artistic work.

8.TH:Pr6 - Perform a rehearsed, scripted scene from a
drama/theatre work for an audience.

Prof.TH:Pr6 Convey meaning through the presentation
of artistic work.

Prof.TH:Pr6 - Perform a rehearsed, scripted short
drama/theatre work for a specific audience.

Florida Sunshine State Standards
Critical Thinking & Reflection

TH.912.C.1.5 - Make and defend conscious choices in the
creation of a character that will fulfill anticipated audience
response.

TH.912.C.2.7 - Accept feedback from others, analyze it for



validity, and apply suggestions appropriately to future
performances or designs.

TH.912.C.2.8 - Improve a performance or project using
various self-assessment tools, coaching, feedback, and/or
constructive criticism.

Skills, Techniques & Processes
TH.912.S.1.5 - Write monologues, scenes, and/or short plays

using principles and elements of writing found in dramatic
literature.

TH.912.S.3.3 - Develop acting skills and techniques in the
rehearsal process.

Georgia Performance Standards -
Theatre Arts
Grade 6 - Creating

TA6.CR.2 - Develop scripts through theatrical techniques., a.
Identify the elements of a story., b. Identify the theme and
structure of a play., c. Articulate creative ideas in oral and
written forms., d. Use the dramatic writing process to
generate a script., e. Demonstrate the conventions of
dialogue and stage directions.

Grade 6 - Performing
TA6.PR.1 - Act by communicating and sustaining roles in

formal and informal environments., a. Demonstrate effective
verbal and non-verbal communication skills (e.g. rate, pitch,
volume, inflection, posture, facial expression, physical
movement)., b. Execute character creation in a performance.,
c. Demonstrate a variety of types of theatre performances.

Grade 6 - Responding
TA6.RE.2 - Critique various aspects of theatre and other

media., a. Identify the purpose of a critique., b. Evaluate a
theatre production using an assessment instrument.

Grade 7 - Creating
TA7.CR.1 - Organize, design, and refine theatrical work., a.

Identify and rehearse effective communication skills., b.
Compare and contrast character types and relationships by
analyzing character motivations, objectives, and goals., c.
Compare the physical, emotional, vocal, and social
dimensions of a character., d. Investigate the role and
responsibility of the cast and crew., e. Identify and model
ensemble skills in the rehearsal process., f. Utilize staging and
blocking choices to enhance the performance., g. Compare,
contrast, and design elements of technical theatre., h. Utilize
theatre vocabulary throughout the rehearsal process.

TA7.CR.2 - Develop scripts through theatrical techniques., a.
Create ideas for stories., b. Analyze the theme and structure
of a play., c. Use the dramatic writing process to generate a
script., d. Utilize dramatic conventions in the scriptwriting
process (e.g. stage directions, dialogue, scenes).

Grade 7 - Connecting
TA7.CN.1 - Explore how theatre connects to life experience,

careers, and other content., a. Compare and contrast theatre
with other art forms., b. Articulate relationships between
theatre and life., c. Utilize a multi-disciplinary approach to
create original theatre., d. Describe the careers and
professional responsibilities associated with theatre
production (e.g. director, stage manager, designer,
technician, playwright, actor).

Grade 8 - Creating
TA8.CR.2 - Develop scripts through theatrical techniques., a.

Classify different points of view in a story., b. Identify,
analyze, and articulate the structure of a script., c. Utilize
improvisation techniques to generate script ideas., d. Use the
dramatic writing process to generate a script.

Grades 9-12 - ACTING LEVELS I-IV - Creating
TAHSA.CR.2 - Develop scripts through theatrical

techniques., a. Examine theatre practices regarding the
development, structure, layout, and format of scripts., b. Use
improvisation, personal experiences, heritage, imagination,
literature, and history to develop scripts., c. Perform formal
and informal monologues and scenes based on published and
original scripts.

Grades 9-12 - ACTING LEVELS I-IV - Performing
TAHSA.PR.1 - Act and direct by communicating and

sustaining roles within a variety of situations and
environments., a. Examine and implement the voice, body,
observation, and imagination as tools of the actor in
presentations of formal and informal theatre., b. Research and
assess the development of acting skills for character creation
and performance including historical movements, personal
experience, and cultural influences., c. Act by developing,
communicating, and sustaining roles within a variety of
situations and environments., d. Identify and examine the
responsibilities and tasks of an actor in relationship with
directors, designers, and technical crew., e. Use the skills and
tools of a director to conduct rehearsals for performance.

Grades 9-12 - ADVANCED DRAMA LEVELS I-IV -Creating
TAHSAD.CR.2 - Develop scripts through theatrical

techniques., a. Utilize theatrical conventions to produce
scripts based on personal experiences, imagination,
literature, and history.

Grades 9-12 - FUNDAMENTALS OF THEATRE LEVELS I-IV
- Creating

TAHSFT.CR.1 - Organize, design, and refine theatrical work.,
a. Recognize and/or employ realistic and conventional speech
patterns within dialogue or dramatic verse., b. Incorporate
dramatic elements through improvisation., c. Recognize and
interpret artistic choices in performance.

TAHSFT.CR.2 - Develop scripts through theatrical
techniques., a. Differentiate between dramatic and traditional
literary writing and utilize common steps of the playwriting
process., b. Assess the need for script analysis, concept
development, and directorial and technical concerns of a
theatrical script., c. Construct and critique elements of
dramatic structure, character, and dialogue., d. Create and
perform scenes for audiences.

North Carolina Essential
Standards
Beginning High School Standards - Communication

B.C.2.1 - Use improvisation and acting skills, such as
observation, concentration, and characterization in a variety
of theatre exercises.

Intermediate High School Standards - Communication
I.C.2.1 - Use improvisation and acting skills, such as

observation, concentration, and characterization, to
demonstrate given situations.

I.C.2.2 - Interpret scenes through formal and informal
presentations.

Proficient High School Standards - Communication
P.C.1.3 - Create original works, such as monologues, scenes,

or performance pieces.
P.C.2.2 - Interpret monologues through formal and informal

presentations.

Advanced High School Standards - Communication
A.C.1.3 - Use constructive criticism to improve original

works both written and read orally.
A.C.2.2 - Interpret scripts through formal and informal



presentations.

Texas Essential Knowledge and
Skills for Theatre Arts
MS 117.211 LI - Creative Expression: performance

C.2.C - select movements and dialogue to appropriately
portray an imaginative character drawn from personal
experience, cultural heritage, literature, and history.

MS 117.212 LII - Foundations: Inquiry and
Understanding

B.1.E - demonstrate knowledge of theatrical vocabulary and
terminology.

MS 117.212 LII - Creative Expression: performance
B.2.B - define characters by what they do, what they say,

and what others say about them.
B.2.G - create improvised scenes that include setting,

character, and plot.

MS 117.213 LIII - Foundations: Inquiry and
Understanding

B.1.E - apply knowledge of theatrical vocabulary and
terminology.

MS 117.213 LIII - Creative Expression: performance
B.2.B - portray characters through familiar movements and

dialogue.
B.2.C - create characters, dialogue, and actions that reflect

dramatic structure in improvised and scripted scenes,
individually and collaboratively.

HS 117.315 LI - Critical evaluation and response
C.5.B - recognize theatre as an art form and evaluate self as

a creative being.
C.5.C - offer and receive constructive criticism of peer

performances.

HS 117.316 LII - Critical evaluation and response
C.5.C - offer and receive constructive criticism of peer

performances.

HS 117.317 LIII - Foundations: Inquiry and
Understanding

C.1.G - develop and practice memorization skills.

HS 117.318 LIV - Foundations: Inquiry and
Understanding

C.1.G - develop and model memorization skills.

HS 117.318 LIV - Creative Expression: performance
C.2.D - interpret scripted scenes of various styles to portray

believable characters.
C.2.E - create individually or devise collaboratively

imaginative scripts and scenarios.

Alberta, Canada
Improvisation Drama 10

11 - apply the essential elements of a story: character,
setting, conflict, climax and plot in planned and unplanned
scenes

Acting Drama 20
5 - demonstrate a character’s main objective within a scene

Playwriting - Drama 20
13 - give and accept constructive criticism
3 - demonstrate understanding of script format
5 - write a scenario
8 - use effective diction

9 - define character objectives

Junior Orientation
demonstrate a willingness to take calculated and

reasonable risks
demonstrate awareness of the multidisciplinary nature of

drama/theatre
focus concentration on one task at a time
listen effectively
meet deadlines and follow through on individual and group

commitments
offer and accept constructive criticism, given specific

guidelines, with a desire to improve
share ideas confidently with others
support positivity the work of others
work cooperatively and productively with all members of

the class in pairs, small groups and large groups

Junior Goal I Objectives
develop self-confidence
develop self-discipline
develop the ability to initiate, organize and present a

project within a given set of guidelines
develop the ability to offer and accept constructive criticism
extend the ability to think imaginatively and creatively

Theatre Studies Level III - Advanced (The script)
9 - read a script aloud

Senior Goal I Objectives
demonstrate respect for others-their rights, ideas, abilities

and differences
demonstrate the ability to initiate, organize and present a

project within a given set of guidelines
demonstrate the ability to offer, accept, and reflect upon,

constructive criticism
increase self-confidence

Orientation Drama 10
concentrate on the task at hand
cope with success and failure in positive ways
demonstrate effective use and management of time
demonstrate self-discipline, self-direction and a sense of

responsibility
display consideration and respect for self and others
listen to self and others
make effective decisions or choices
offer and accept constructive criticism with a desire to

progress
positively support the work of others
share ideas confidently
work cooperatively and productively

British Columbia (2018)
GRADE 6 - ARTS - Communicating and documenting

Experience, document and present creative works in a
variety of ways

Express, feelings, ideas, and experiences through the arts
Take creative risks to express feelings, ideas, and

experiences

GRADE 7 - ARTS - Communicating and documenting
Experience, document, choreograph, perform, and share

creative works in a variety of ways
Take creative risks to express feelings, ideas, and

experiences



GRADE 8 - ARTS - Communicating and documenting
Take creative risks to express feelings, ideas, and

experiences

GRADE 9 - DRAMA - Exploring and creating
Take creative risks to experience and express thoughts,

emotions, and meaning

GRADE 9 - DRAMA - Reasoning and reflecting
Receive, offer, and apply constructive feedback

GRADE 10 - DRAMA - Reason and reflect
Apply feedback to develop and refine ideas

GRADE 11 - DRAMA - Reason and reflect
Receive and apply constructive feedback to develop and

refine ideas

Ontario, Canada
Grade 8 - Creating and Presenting

B1.3 - plan and shape the direction of the drama by
negotiating ideas and perspectives with others, both in and
out of role

Grade 11 - Foundations - Responsible Practices
C.3.2 - demonstrate an understanding of the tasks and

responsibilities involved in producing drama works

Grade 11 - Foundations - Concepts and Terminology
C.1.2 - use correct terminology for the various components

and processes of their own and others’ drama works

Virginia Standards Of Learning
(2020)
Theatre Arts I: Introduction to Theatre

TI.1 - The student will create and write a monologue and/or
scene.

TI.2 - The student will apply a creative process for theatre.

Theatre Arts I: Introduction to Theatre
TI.4 - The student will examine, formulate, and justify

personal responses to theatre.

Theatre Arts I: Introduction to Theatre
TI.6 - The student will explore historical and cultural aspects

of theatrical works.

Theatre Arts I: Introduction to Theatre
TI.12 - The student will refine physical and vocal techniques

for theatre performance
TI.13 - The student will demonstrate techniques for actor

preparation.


