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Dunno

PLAY: Tick Talk
GENRE: Drama
TIME: 1:15

DESCRIPTION
Tick Talk examines the difficulties some teens have communicating. In this
moment, Dunno’s silent frustrations with life, school, and family all come to
a bubbling head. He confronts his best friend Fine and tries to push her away
before he collapses.

ACTING HINTS
The hardest part of this monologue is the silent action, where Dunno goes
from a ball of fury and frustration, to sinking to his knees in despair. Don’t
rush this moment. There’s a lot of emotion here. Remember too that this is
the first time Dunno speaks these thoughts aloud. It should be hard for him.
Make sure you vary the tone. Do not yell from beginning to end! Dunno says
‘I don’t know,’ three times at the beginning, and ‘Why’ three times at the end.
Don’t run them together. Think about what he’s saying with each repeated
phrase. Choose a different subtext each time.


Would you go already? Get out of here. Leave! I don’t
want you here! You don’t know me. No one knows me.
You don’t know anything!
He turns away pacing, back and forth, back and forth,
not looking at FINE. He lets out a cry of frustration and
anger. He finally collapses to his knees at the edge of the
stage and buries his face in his hands.

I don’t know. I don’t know. I don’t know. I don’t know
anything. I don’t know what I want to be or do. I don’t
know why my parents hate me. Everyone hates me. I
hate me and I hate that I hate me. I’ve got a hurt like a fist
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Dunno

in my chest and it never goes away. Every morning I wake
up and it’s there and I don’t know what to do about it.
Everything is pushing in, and pushing in and I wake up and
the hurt in my chest and I can’t breathe. And if I don’t do
something to get this hurt out of my chest…
When do I know what I want? When am I going to be
able to explain myself or be myself without it being
wrong? I don’t know what’s wrong with me. Why does
everyone think there’s something wrong with me? Why?
Why? Why?
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Harry

PLAY: This Phone Will
Explode at the Tone
GENRE: Comedy
TIME: 2:10

DESCRIPTION
Harry gets up the nerve to call a girl for a date.

ACTING HINTS
The key to this monologue is in Harry’s energy. The pace of the piece should
be quick and snappy as Harry works himself into a frenzy. He should never
try to be funny. The humour will come out if he is played with honesty and
sincerity.


(as if talking on the phone) Hi Anne? This is Harry. Yeah
that’s right, Harry from English class. Well you know
about the dance on Friday night? Well I was wondering if
you would like to be my date? You would? That’s great,
I’ll pick you up at seven. Bye.
Now. All I have to do is actually dial her number and I’ll
have this down pat. Although I’ve asked the dial tone
out so many times maybe I’ll ask her to the dance. Hi
everyone, this is my date – the dial tone. (he makes a dial
tone noise)
This is silly. OK. I can do this. I’ll just take some deep
breaths and pick up the phone and call her. It’s just a
phone. It’s easy. Millions of guys do it every day. I mean
the population would seriously decrease if guys didn’t
ask girls out on dates. And vice versa. Oh geez I could
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get into trouble over that. What if she thinks I’m a sexist
pig because I want to ask her out on a date? I’m much
too young for all of this. At least I don’t have to see her
face when she rejects me. This way she can politely turn
me down, we can both hang up and I will quietly bang the
receiver against my head all night.
Pick up the phone. Pick up the phone. AHHHHH!!!
What is the worst she can say? She can say no. Would
that be so bad? Would that be so bad? It would be so
bad. It would ruin my existence. As little of an existence
that I have… It would ruin it completely. OK. OK. OK.
Maybe some push-ups. I’ll do some push-ups get the
blood running to my head. (He drops to the floor and tries
to do some manly push-ups.) Yeah. Hello Anne, will you go
to the dance with me? If you need some convincing, feel
my manly arms! I do 100 push-ups every day!! Or maybe
two. Enough. Enough, Enough, Enough! It’s probably
busy. That would solve all my problems. Yeah that’s it.
It’s busy. I’ve got nothing to worry about.
I’m picking up the phone. I’m dialling her number. I’m…
oh my god. Oh my god. It’s ringing.
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